MODERN TRAVEL

tion to modern poetry, while his brother, Sacheverell
Sitwell, has distinguished himself in the field of the essay
as well as of verse. Born in 1892, Osbert Sitwell was
educated at Eton (or as he himself puts it in " Who's
Who," during his vacations from Eton), and from 1912
to 1919 was in the Grenadier Guards. Since then he has
travelled widely and has devoted himself to literature, the
arts, and the care of the family home and estate at Reni-
shaw Park, near Sheffield. His " Collected Poems and
Satires " appeared in 1931, a critical work on Dickens in
the next year, " Open the Door/5 a volume of short stories
in 1941, and a book of essays, " Sing High, Sing Low," in
1944. He also contributed two penetrating and very
original papers on the modern novel to a volume " Trio "
(1938), in which Edith and Sacheverell also collaborated.
Much less controversy has centred around the work of
Osbert Sitwell than around that of his sister. By outlook
and temperament he is an aristocrat in the best sense of
that word. To all that he writes he brings a cultivated
taste, and his literary style is characterised by grace,
dignity, polish, and precision. If at times he is inclined
to be cynical it is because he sees through many of the
modern shams and shibboleths and realises that much of
what passes for democracy is an inverted snobbishness and
not far removed from vulgarity. " Escape With Me ! " is
a record of impressions gained from his travels in China.
The title is symbolic. " The book," he writes, " is
approached all through from the visual and sensual angles
rather from those of knowledge and learning."

P. 106, 1. 3. The Kan-Tu Hutung : the street in Pekin where
the author was staying. It means " The Alley of Sweet
Rain."

P. 107,1.26. The peristeronic art: the art of training and
flying pigeons.

P. 10851. 19. Taoist Priest: Taoism is an ancient religion of
China, founded by Lao-Tze about 694 B.C.

P. 109,1. 30.   Pharmacopoeia : system of concocting medicines.

Empirically : by experiment, or trial and error.
LAI. Robert Fortune: traveller and botanist (1813-1880).
He visited China in 1842 and again in 184-8. In 1847 he
published a book " A Year's Wanderings in the Northern
Provinces of China," and ten years later " A Residence
amongst the Chinese," to which the author refers here.

P. no, 1. 33. Gardenia radicans : a semi-tropical shrub which
bears beautiful and fragrant flowers.
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